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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, LA 

SUBJ: PATHET LAO OCCUPATION IN BAN POUNG 

1. ON AUGUST 15, APPROXIMATELY THIRTY (30) LPP SOLDIERS 
OCCUPIED THE VILLAGE OP BAN POUNG IN MR-I NORTHEAST OP 
BAN HOUEI SAI (PC 6656). THE SMALL PAR GARRISON LOCATED 
NEAR THE TOWN DID NOT OPPOSE THE PATHET LAO. BAN POUNG IS 
ONE OP THE AREASE WHERE JCCIA HAS BEEN TRYING TO REACH 
AGREEMENT ON PLACEMENT OF BOUNDARY STAKES. IN JULY, WHEN 
A JCCIA TEAM CAME TO BAN POUNG, THE VILLAGERS THREATENED 
TO MOVE EN MASSE TO THAILAND IF EMPLACEMENT OP THE 
BOUNDARY STAKES PORCED THEM TO LIVE IN THE PATHET LAO 
ZONE. 

2. LPP MOVED INTO BAN POUNG WHEN AZS MR-I MAJOR UNIT 
COMMANDERS WERE IN LUANG PRABANG. WITHOUT DIRECTION, 

THE PAR TROOPS IN BAN POUNG MADE NO RESPONSE. UNIT 
COMMANDERS WERE ORDERED TO RETURN AND THE BAN HOUEI SAI 
SECTOR COMMANDER TO RETAKE THE LOST POSITION. NO ACTION HAS YET 
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BEEN TAKEN. 
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3. TWO SIDES, ON AUGUST 19, REQUESTED U.S. AIR SUPPORT 

TO FLY FOUR EPF AND FOUR VIENTIANE SIDE REPRESENTATIVES 

TO BAN POUNG TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS ON SITUATION. AMBASSADOR 

HAS APPROVED PROVISION OF U.S. CONTRACT AIR IN 

VIEW OF EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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